ACHIEVEMENT TESTS
but is a great improvement on any plan which gives quite
untried questions. The comparison would not alone be of
the home district with that distant district (though that
would be incidentally obtained), but through that to the
comparison with the wider population on which the norms
of the older test were based. The second objection noted
above is not, I think, well founded. If a wide enough area
is taken for the standardized norms, then I think the natural
competitive spirit in man will see to it that there is a steady
effort to beat the average ; and this will raise the average.
In many American schools I have seen charts on the wall
showing how the class stood with regard to so-and-so's
standard test in such a subject, and have noted the upward
climb of the curve to equal and pass the average* La the
sublimation of the instinct of emulation, indeed, this rivalry
with a neutral set of norms plays an important part
It is more true, probably, that such tests encourage mere
memory work. If I set a general question in class to be
answered by an essay, the pupil has the chance of showing
a great deal more than his mere knowledge. He can arrange
his thoughts clearly or badly, make his points in a telling
and emphatic manner or confusedly and unimpressively.
And all of this we take into account in giving the essay
an a, j8, or y. On the other hand, we must not forget that
experiments have shown how variable our judgments of
such answers are, and how dependable on the whim of the
moment. And although more than memory is required of
the candidate, there is sometimes a danger that memory is
minimized and that a lot of fine talk hides the absence
of knowledge. The best pupils may not like the American
achievement test so well, the worst pupils will fear them
more : for they certainly demand the facts.1
1 " In a large course in English last year, shortly after the new type
of examination was introduced, the librarian and the manager of the book
store inquired of the professor what had happened to his course. Both
reported a quite unprecedented drive on the part of the students to
borrow, buy, or steal the required books11 (Dean Hawkes, Colianbv*
Alumm Newt* 1924, xvf 391).
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